
 

 

Little Giant: Book Club Kit & Guide 

Welcome! Of all the pleasures of publishing a book, there's nothing I enjoy more 

than connecting with readers and book clubs. At a recent club meeting, the 

woman next to me confessed she wasn't sure she’d like my book based on the 

title. But then she said, “I found the book oddly resonant, and couldn’t stop 

reading it.”  

As a non-surfing, former Manhattan editor now living in Maine, I get it. I never 

thought I'd spend three years writing the story of two renegade owners of a surf 

shop. As I explain in the Preface, it's the book I wrote after I lost my marbles, 

left a perfectly good job, and sat under a mango tree. 

Little Giant is, at its core, a book about unruly reinventions and the richness a 

single life can hold. I hope this informal guide will help you delve deeper into 

the story and explore what piqued your curiosity.  

 

First Impressions 

1. What surprised you most about the book, and what moment or image has stayed with you? 

2. How did you react to David and Yair walking away from successful careers in their late twenties? On page 76, the 

author writes they were "propelled by the certainty that they couldn’t not do this thing." 

3. What's the difference between irresponsible dreaming and intelligent risk-taking? Where do David, Yair, Ana, 

and Debbie fall on that spectrum, moving to a remote island with no retail experience or job prospects? 

How the Story Works 

4. The book opens with the author's confession about losing her mind, leaving a perfectly good job, and sitting under 

a mango tree. How did the Preface set the tone, and what did you notice about how she wove in her own story 

alongside the research? 

5. The book doesn't shy away from darkness—Yair's clinical depression, David's misery as a lawyer, the real 

possibility of failure. How did those moments affect your reading? 

Side by Side 

6. David and Yair spent roughly 31,200 hours sitting side by side in that small shop over twenty years—the 

equivalent of flying to Mars and back. How did this sustained proximity and loyalty shape the kind of business they 

built? 

7. The book explores research about friendship—how it calms our brains and changes how we perceive risk. Did 

that ring true for your own closest friendships? 

8. On page 63, Debbie says, "The whole idea of following someone you love…I think that’s beautiful." What was 

your reaction to Ana and Debbie’s decision to move to Aruba with their new boyfriends? 

Unconventional Philosophies 

9. Over two decades, Bula Surf Shop evolved into a highly profitable community anchor, yet David and Yair 

seemed almost surprised by its success. What do you make of that? 
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10. You can think of Bula as a B-Side venture: unconventional, experimental, under the radar—like the Beach Boys' 

Pet Sounds, an unconventional album that drew a cult following. Where did you see that experimental attitude in 

how they handled rookie mistakes, disappointments, and failures? 

11. On page 204, David talks about choosing JOMO (Joy of Missing Out) instead of FOMO. What was he choosing, 

and what was he not missing out on? 

From Page to Screen and Beyond 

12. Little Giant has since grown into two more forms: the documentary film and B-Side Tales, a podcast profiling 

others who exited a successful career to find something truer to them. If you've watched the film, what did it show 

you that the book couldn't—or vice versa? 

13. If you were to nominate someone from your own life or community as a "B-Sider"—an unsung hero who made a 

similar leap—who would it be, and what did they leave behind? 

Final Reflections 

14. Is there a provocative idea from this book you're still mulling over? 

15. What question would you like to ask David, Yair, or the author? 

Ways to Enliven the Discussion 

Here are a few ways to add a dash of something different to your book club discussion: 

Watch and discuss the 11-minute film inspired by the book — Thanks to two early funders in Aruba and an 

exceptional filmmaking team, a short film based on the book is now streaming on YouTube. The film immerses you 

in the people, the setting, and the story behind Little Giant. 

Listen or watch the podcast — The story continues in a new series called B-Side Tales, where I sit down with 

other quiet renegades. Find the episodes on YouTube, Spotify, or Apple Podcasts. 

Invite me to your club — I'd be thrilled to join your book club (in person or on Zoom) to discuss my writing 

process, the making of the film, and/or my unexpected transition from executive to a late-career indie author. Drop 

me an email at marcia@littlegiantbook.com. 

 

 

Let's Stay Connected! 

Visit my author site, where you can subscribe for occasional news about the book, or email 

me directly. I’d love to hear from you.  

 

https://youtu.be/QEqLsrqkNhQ?si=2RH0UV9TcHOhzyFh
https://youtube.com/@B-SideTales
https://open.spotify.com/show/033p5pVbYfoFpEvKioe7Un
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/b-side-tales-quiet-renegades/id1896872769
mailto:marcia@littlegiantbook.com
https://littlegiantbook.com/
mailto:marcia@littlegiantbook.com
mailto:marcia@littlegiantbook.com
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